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we be obliged to beg our way back. If only we could get
there soon, so as to be relieved from this painful uncer-
tainty. The oldest son of Schwarz hitched two horses to
a wagon and drove with speed six miles, where he forded
the river to the other side at the village of Henry, from
there we rode over a prairie whereon for leagues in every
direction no dwelling could be seen, not even a shrub, lef
alone a tree is to be met, but so much hay that all the barns
in Glarus Land could not hold it, and no person to make
use of it. Thousands of cows could feed here without the
cost of a cent, because it is all Congress land; after pass-
ing over this Prairie we came to a log house where our
horses were fed, and we prepared our dinner American fash-
ion; after dinner we drove towards the forest and for many
miles rattled over brush, stumps, stones, and ditches, over
logs that we would saw into boards in Switzerland. So
that at first I was scared; once we nearly capsized on a
steep hillside — luckily one of the wheels caught in a stump,
or team and contents would have rolled over to the bottom.
We unhitched the horses and walked { mile till we came
to a log house where lived a native who came back with
us and helped to get our wagon to rights and showed us
the proper direction to take. We had to drive with our
team up a steep hillside covered with brush; there was no
track; when we got to the top we drove a couple of miles
through fine oak timber, but still trackless, and our driver
was uncertain if we were right but drove on until we came
to a house where we inquired the way, with the result that
we had to turn back a mile to get the right road; then we
drove until evening where we turned in at the house of a
German from Bavaria, who entertained us in princely style.
We sank deep in his fine feather beds; at our requess this
man accompanied us to Peru; as he was well acquainted
there, we believed he might be able to assist us.

On the third of August arrived at Peru, and stopped with
a German cooper and had dinner; afterwards went to the
post office and made inquiries about the experts; the post-
master informed us that the three men had gone to Wis-



